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In The Gun Gap, Mark R. Joslyn advances 
gun owners as a new classification for 
understanding political behavior and attitudes.  

He demonstrates a “gun gap,” which captures 
the differences between gun owners and non-
gun owners, and shows how this gap improves 
conventional behavioral and attitudinal models. 
The gap represents an important explanation 
for voter choice, voter turnout, perceptions of 
personal and public safety, preferences for gun 
control policies, and support for the death penalty. 
Moreover, the 2016 presidential election witnessed 
the largest recorded gun gap in history. The Gun 
Gap thus affords a new and compelling vantage 
point to evaluate modern mass politics.

Features
•	 Shows how owning a gun makes a significant 

difference when predicting a variety of political 
behaviors and attitudes

•	 Includes analyses of data on gun ownership that 
has not been examined in the past

•	 Compares gun owner attitudes and behaviors to 
other gun owners and non-gun owners

•	 Presents statistical analyses in a user-friendly 
format with tables and graphs to illustrate key 
associations

Order online at www.oup.com/academic with promo code ASFLYQ6 to save 30%

Mark R. Joslyn is Professor of Political Science at 
University of Kansas. 
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